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"NEW ORLEANS, December 2, 1852.

"I hasten to acknowledge the receipt this morning of
your mother's letter for which I wish you to thank her.1
The mails are so slow and uncertain that I have little
patience with them. . . .

"Here no one makes society a pleasure or study, but
an excitement to kill time. When you arrive you must
expect but few calls, and not much calling and visiting.
Everybody goes to shows, theatres, and operas for
pastimes, and Sunday more especially. . . . Yesterday
very early in the morning by invitation I joined Gen-
eral Twiggs2 and party of officers to go down to inspect
Port Jackson and Fort St. Philip. These are on the
banks of the Mississippi River, opposite each other and
seventy-five miles from here. We went down in the
Government steamer Fashion and reached our destina-
tion by three P. M. The shores all the way down are
lined with sugar plantations, and the farther down the
more orange trees appeared, some loaded with fruit,
At the Fort itself were about a dozen trees from which
the sergeant in charge was just gathering the fruit,
which was partly loaded in a small sail vessel, and
partly lying under the trees, in piles like apples in an
orchard. Nothing can be more beautiful than an
orange grove loaded with fruit, and when I remembered
at this minute how bleak, cold and inhospitable is the
north, and how green, bright and beautiful are the
sugar fields and groves of Louisiana at this season of

1 Sherman's second child was born in November.

2 General David E. Twiggs, then commanding the department
including New Orleans.o have been near the site of Kansas City*rting plaw for thr (Jmit
